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Dreams of the Disabled
Are Realized

In the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea where everyone cherishes a
beautiful dream for the future and realizes
it, the persons with disabilities are
playing their roles as members of the
society and translating their dreams into
reality.

Thanks to the DPRK’s policy of
protecting the disabled and the rising
public concern for them, they learn to
their heart’s content, enjoying the benefit
of free education, work according to their
aptitudes and abilities, and take part in
sports and artistic activities.

They are knowing no physical barriers
in realizing their hopes.

Though they are unable to see, hear or
move freely, they always keep in their
mind, “Disabilities are not obstacles to
our life and hopes,” and “Though we have
disabilities, we will surely realize our
dreams.” Full of confidence, they are
creating worthwhile life and realizing
their hopes.
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Hopeful Future Is Inspired in Education

The DPRK in which everybody has the right to education gives the persons with disabilities access to learning.

There is the rehabilitation centre for children with disabilities, where they have rehabilitative treatment and
pre-school education, and primary and middle schools for the blind and the deaf in many parts of the country.

At these educational institutes that provide conditions and environment satisfactorily and conveniently for them,
the persons with disabilities gain easy access to ample knowledge about the nature and society, give full bloom to their
aptitudes and talents and nourish beautiful dreams and hopes for the future.
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They learn to their heart’s content and conduct various sports and artistic activities at the conveniently-furnished educational facilities.
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More and more disabled people visit the reading space for the
disabled established at the Sci-Tech Complex to acquire
advanced science and technology.
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Productive Labour Creates Worthwhile Life

The DPRK enlists the persons with disabilities in productive labour by ensuring them the right to work according to their aptitudes
and abilities.

After acquiring skills and cultivating independent abilities at the vocational training schools, they lead worthwhile life by
confributing their productive labour to the country in the fields of IT, garment processing, carpentry, hairdressing, massaging and so on.
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After he became a paraplegic at the age of 33, Ri Phyong Gyu spent 40 years in
repairing over 20 000 picces of parts of rolling stocks including automobiles,
overcoming disability with stubborn will. He was awarded the title of Labour Hero,
the highest honour of the DPRK citizen, for his patriotic devotion to the country.
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Ri Phyong Gyu (73), DPRK Labour Hero
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Ryang Chol Su with paralysis is a writer on
the Central Committee of the Korecan Writers
Union, who produced for over 40 years more
than 80 literary works, including short stories,
in praise of the country and the vibrant reality
of the times.
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Ryang Chol Su (62), Writer




Various sign-language
programs, fixtures and
garments produced by
persons with hearing
impairments
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Violins produced by the persons with

disabilities through painstaking efforts
were awarded a technical prize at the 9th
Pyongyang Musical Instruments Show in
Juche 106 (2017).

Their products that are favourably
commented by professionals at home and
abroad are enjoying growing demands.
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*Kim Sung Il (33) with hearing impairment mafufacturing violins skillfully
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Animating Sports Activities

Mounting enthusiasm for sports in the DPRK is adding vigour to sports activities of the persons with disabilities.

Under the concern of the state conditions and environment are provided conveniently for their sports activities, sports games for
them are organized on a regular basis, and their participation in international games including the Paralympic Games is actively
promoted. Thanks to the state measures, persons with disabilities are taking an active part in sporting activities and the events also

being diversified.
“Nothing is impossible to achieve, when one makes persevering efforts,”—this is what the disabled athletes cherish in their mind

to accomplish their dreams of becoming winners.
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Yu Myong Sin (13), a table tennis prodigy

Yuis translating her dream of becoming a table tennis player into reality by achieving
remarkable successes at the domestic table tennis tournaments of the persons with
disabilities and amateurs.

Ri Chol Song (25) with physical impairment

Since he became physically disabled at 13, Ri made strenuous
efforts to master table tenmis techniques, thus winning several
international and domestic games including the third Asian youth
para games in 2013.
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Song Kum Jong (30) participating in the table Kim Yong Rok (24) winning consecutive victories in the

tennis event of the Asian Para Games in 2014 domestic table tennis tournaments of the persons with

disabilities and amateurs
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Kim Jong Hyon (19) with physical impairment
taking part in the 23rd Winter Paralympic Games
and other international games
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Rim Ju Song (23) taking part in international '
swimming tournaments including the 14th
international Paralympic games
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GHEHINIHIZONAL 2l & (30) : ' ' the second Asian Para Games in 2014

Ri Song Chol (30), paraplegic, '
taking part in the 2017 world__

archery tournament of the persons
] with disabilities and other games
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/ Kim Chol Ung (40) at the attrﬁent of the 15th international Par

000m title at the 4th




Korean disabled sports persons taking part
in the 15th international Paralympic games
.. held in Brazil and other international para
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Z3}) 3% k3o 2o} Singing Their Dreams and Hopes

The persons with disabilities in the DPRK where everybody is a creator and enjoyer of the arts, are bringing their artistic talents
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Though they have seeing, hearing and moving disabilities, they display stubborn will in polishing artistic techniques and
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creating works for excellent performance.

ob2cte HET wTAH =0 7S =yl e whol Al 220 74w FEUA olalg Their performances, representing not only their dreams and hopes but also the strong mettle of the country that is making
2712 AzREZo| Ll AolAlEo o 2TAL oL} S Po AES zfolu] w9} progress and the pride of people full of happiness through beautiful melodies and graceful movements, impress the audience

greatly.
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Excellent entertainers, such as Merited Artist, soloists, singers and dancers, are produced among the pers
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ons wﬁﬂ( disabilities.
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Kim Myong Suk (63), Merited Artist, with

visual impairment
Kim played kavagum for decades since her girlhood, and
her excellent performance was given a big hand not only at
home but during tours to Britam and France. She remodeled
kayagum for playing both traditional and modern music, thus
winning the title of the Merited Artist.
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Pae Ok Rim (25) with visual impairment
Pae was afflicted with high fever at two and lost her
eyesight. But she has developed her vocal talent and
Se—= become a singer who sang scores of famous songs on
stage.
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Cha Kwang Guk (28) with visual impairment



dancing skills
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Folk dance Trio Dance

| =2
5

oPOEI

Ju Su Y §iie ‘md Ryu Jin Hyok developed their dancing talents at the artistic
group of the deaf schools and the Korean Art Association of the Disabled and
won fame as disabled dancéts at home and abroad by performing key roles of
10-odd dance pieces such as folk dance 4 Cowboy and a Girl.
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Ryu Jin Hyok (22) with hearing impairment







FIo 2ol FAFHE A3 2AZ A=Y F dELRUS

Members of the Korean Art Association of the Disabled during their performances in Britain and France
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oreign audience gave a big hand to theirjperformances portraying ardent love for the country, bright and cheerful optimism, B

and high artistic skills.
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The disabled persons enjoying merry time at scenic resorts and other cultural establishments
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In the DPRK that values and gives prominence to the people the
persons with disabilities will translate their beautiful dreams into reality,
with a pride and dignity of being members.of society-and collective:
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